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Everyone has a different childhood and everyone’s childhood is unique in its own way.
We may look back and think that we did not have a good childhood. Now we are in our teen
years | think it is a really good time to take a look back to when we were all innocent and
clumsy.

Going back to the time when | was born, my mom told me that | was never a good baby.
| used to cry a lot at night time and was always laughing out loud in the morning. Well |
think | was not the only baby who does that. Maybe it's just that babies like to disturb their
parents or maybe they are still not used to this huge change in life.

Time flies. Not long after | was in kindergarten. | was not really fond of going to school.
Every single day my mom would have to drag me out of bed to get me up and dressed for
school. And to make things even worse | got the morning time in kindergarten and | was not
really a morning person; | believe most people aren’t either. So every morning you could
hear a little girl’s crying which extremely annoyed my dad. Now | think about it | know how
annoying | was when | was a child. Well things changed in primary school. | didn't cry
anymore about waking up early in the morning because | started to like going to school.

Apart from my school life, my home life was also quite entertaining. | was a very girly
girl. 1 used to put on my cute dresses and put on my mom’s high heels and dance around the
house. | was so into dancing back in those days. | was also a shy kid and that's why | didn’t
have many friends back then. But when | was with my friends, | would become another
person. My favourite thing to do was to get all dirty in the mud. My friends and | used to
fight with mud balls. Yes, mud balls. You may have heard of snow balls, well mud balls are
also the same but they are just made out of wet mud. We would go out in the rain and
dance and party all day. Those days were just the best days of my life.

I'm sure you guys also have many mini stories of your childhood that you will remember
all your life. I just want to say that our life is not boring. It brings us many opportunities and
fun. So get out today and explore new things so that when you grow up, you will have
something to laugh about.

A FATHER’S HEART 4

RUKAYAN KHAN (4B 08)

Resources taken from:
https://www.google.com.hk/search?q=childhood
+memories&source=Inms&tbm=isch&tsa=X&ued
=0ahUKEwj206SFz4zTAhUnwFQKHWsXAQIQ
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THE GREATEST GIFT
I EVER HAD
COME FROM GOD
I CALL HIM

Picture source: foreverinmyheartpoems.com/top-10-quotes-

remember-father/

8

A father is always strong in front of everybody else. But has anyone ever
gone into their hearts and seen how weak they are, and how a child’s cry
touches a father’s heart? Let me tell you a story of a father who sacrifices
everything for his child!

A family lived in a cottage in a village. They were really poor and just had
money for living day by day. The children never asked for anything from their
parents. But whenever they saw some child go by, they couldn’t help but felt
poor and sad.

One day, it was the birthday of Kathy, the smallest kid in the house. Still
she didn't ask for any gifts from her dad. She just wanted to be happy with
her family. But her dad told her she could ask for anything she would like to
have that day, as long as it was within the budget of ten dollars.

Her dad took her to the cheapest bakery in town, and asked her to choose
anything within ten dollars. But Kathy saw a cake she really loved. It was a
pound cake. It cost 11 dollars, so she asked her dad if she could buy that or
not. She looked at her dad innocently, really wanting to cry.

Her dad checked his wallet — there was 15 dollars inside, but he needed 5
dollars for his work. He looked at her daughter, and then looked at his wallet.
Then he thought of himself working hard at his construction site. He thought
some more. Should he spend the money on her daughter to fulfill her wish?
Or keep the money for his work?

After thinking for some time, he told her daughter to go ahead and buy
the cake. Her daughter danced in joy. Kathy's dad started crying, seeing her
daughter that happy. He got emotional, and cried away.
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TIM BURTON .
ZOE SO (4A 20)

"One person's craziness is another person’s reality”
- Tim Burton.

This man needs no other introduction. He is
considered a cinematic genius and one of the best
directors of our time. He is the mastermind behind
several recognisable, spectacular blockbusters such as
Beetlejuice (1988), Edwards Scissorhands (1990), The
Nightmare Before Christmas (1993), Corpse Bride
(2005) and more. He has created one show-stopping,
fantastical films after another and is now one of the
most notable and talented directors in Hollywood.
From black and white stop-motion films to
silver-screen productions, he has indeed come a long
way.
Burton is a filmmaker, illustrator, director, creator,
born and raised in California. He attended the Califor-
nia Institute of the Arts to study character animation.
The short films he made at school caught the attention
of Walt Disney Productions and he was hired to work
as an animator there. Sadly his work never got
produced into finished films as he was dismissed by
Disney for making films that are too dark and scary for
young audiences, but Burton didn't give up on his
envisions. He continued working on small scale
productions until one of his short films, Vincent, was
noticed by actor Paul Reubens and together they
made the film Pee-wee's Big Adventure. It grossed
more than $40 million at the North American box
office, and Burton shot to fame.

Burton has made a lot of movies throughout the
years, and he still manages to outdo himself with every
film he makes. A few of his most recent works include
Alice In Wonderland (2010), Big Eyes (2014) and Miss
Peregrine’s Home For Peculiar Children (2016). But his
past works perhaps remain to be his greatest and most
successful creations. A few of Burton's most well-known
characters include the intellectual and rebellious ragdoll,
Sally, the dead bride, Emily, who is sweet and empathetic,
the ghastly yet vivacious bio-exorcist ghost, Beetlejuice
and last but not least, the phenomenal, marvellous Pump-
kin King, Jack Skellington, and countless others who mark
a milestone in Burton'’s career.

The reason why his work is adored by so many, is that his directing style and the vibe of his movies
sets him apart from all other creators and producers. His zany, gothic, eccentric way of directing leaves
his audience intrigued and wanting more. Films like Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street
(2007), and Mars Attack (1996) display how versatile and unique he is. His films are never monotonous
nor do they lack depth. To me, the appeal of his films lies in the development in the characters, the
cleverly structured plot and how much the film differs from reality. You can truly be able to escape from
the real world and be absorbed into the story. Burton has also continuously worked with actor Johnny
Depp and actress Helena Bonham Carter. And together, this trio delivers one after another extraordinary
performance with fine acting, emotional depth and extraordinary themes which never fails to captivate
the audience. Burton has revealed in the past that he was considered an outcast as a child and that people
thought of him as strange. He has often said that he reflects on his lonely and depressing childhood
while making the majority of his movies. Although Burton received many criticisms and backlashes throughout
his career, eventually he rose to success. All in all, I think people should pursue their dreams and beliefs
no matter how wack or odd or abnormal they seem, because according to the wise words of Tim Burton,
visions are worth fighting for; why spend your life making someone else’s dreams?

Credits: Wikipedia, UA Cinehub film retrospective on Tim Burton, the exhibition brochure of The

World Of Tim Burton.
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VIRDAH KHAN (4A 12)

Do you ever look at Hong Kong: crowded, polluted, with
selfish people, and wonder if old Hong Kong was the same?
Obviously, it wasn't. For one thing, although Hong Kong
people faced a lot of problems, they were more kind hearted
than they are now. Speaking of old Hong Kong, how much
do you know about it?

Did you know that the oldest building of Hong Kong was
built in the Han Dynasty? Surprising, isn't it? It is the Lei
Cheng Uk Han Tomb, located in the Sham Shui Po district.
Hong Kong belonged to Boluo County then. Although histo-
rians aren't sure why and who built the tomb there, Hong
Kongers are grateful for this masterpiece. I wonder if the
residents living beside the tomb hear things at night?

s

Sham Shui Po has another old building too. It's the Sham
Shui Po Police Station. It was built before World War Two,
when a large influx of immigrants from mainland China
settled in the area after the war. And you ask why Sham Shui
Po is one of the most scattered areas in Hong Kong.

Speaking of police stations, the Old Stanley Police Station,
which was built in 1859, is the only old-style police station
building left. It was shut down in 1974 and is now used as a
Wellcome Supermarket.

These buildings are evidence of Hong Kongers' love for
old Hong Kong, or else they would've been demolished
already. Like many other Asian economies, Hong Kong's
economy also suffered from the financial crises in the late
1990s. However, unlike the others, the citizens were able to
cope with it, while coping with the changes that happened in
1997. The Hong Kong economy began to recover in 1999.
How fascinating! Hong Kongers really love their city.

If you ask what else represents old Hong Kong well, it
would be Hong Kong comics. They used to be so famous,
especially in the 70s. 'Old Master Q' was one of the best of
them all. The artist Alfonso Wong, who recently passed on
during the new year, was an influential man. He spoke for the
civilians about societal problems in urban life, such as pover-
ty, petty crime, race issues etc. The comic strips would also
talk about the moral views then.

Although Hong Kong has become one of the most heart-
less cities, we still have hope for making it better. People in
old days had a lot more pressure than people nowadays do,
but they still had a smile on their faces. If they could do that
in the difficult days, why can't we do it now?

Source:

- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lei_Cheng_Uk_Han_Tomb_Museum

- https://media-cdn.tripadvisor.com/media/photo-s/09/f3/e5/93/lei-cheng
-uk-han-tomb,jpg

- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sham_Shui_Po_Police_Station

- https.//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Stanley_Police_Station

- https://farm3.staticflickr.com/2033/2391573121_4ca5004a86_b.jpg

- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Master_Q
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Today people have a complefely dif ereklifes’&e
than people did one hundred years . Things that
are common today were unheard and unthoughi-of at
the beginning of the last century. These positf«e and
negative changes have a daily effect on our lives. Have
you ever imagined how your life would've been if you
were born one hundred years ago?

I can assure you it wouldn't have been the same.
You'd be walking to school instead of taking the MTR
or a bus. If you wanted to talk to your friends or family
in another city or country, you'd be writing a letter to
them instead of texting.

Life was way simpler and easier back then. People
didn’t have the convenience that we do today but they
were still happy. You might be thinking that we are way
luckier than people a century ago. Well, you might be
wrong. It's true that we can do anything we want easily
these days, nothing seems to be impossible. But have
you ever wondered why we're so lazy? We get mad
when someone doesn’t reply to our texts within a few
minutes; we don't like going out in hot weather; we
don't exercise or spend time with our family, why?
Because we're too busy using our mobile phones and
texting people instead of interacting with those sitting
around us. We're too busy playing video games that
we don't have time to actually go out and do real
sport. When we can sit under the air-conditioner and
stay cool, why should we go out and get sweaty, right?
People in the old days didn't have technology, and
therefore they had real interaction with other people.
They valued happiness. They understood the meaning
of love and care. They were physically fit, because they
had to go out and work. Most people did farming for a
living and therefore they were physically strong too. So
would you prefer that simple life or the one you are
living now?

I agree that technology brings convenience to our
lives, but does convenience really mean good? I think
not. If we didn’t have technology, our life now wouldn't
be that different from that of a century ago. True, it did
us good, but we also lost the meaning of love and care.
We forgot how to cherish relationships. We all are so
busy with our social media, talking to strangers across
the world that we've totally forgotten about those
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